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University

• 3 to 6 year course
• 50,000+ courses 

available
• Opportunity to 

move away from 
home

• Student finance 
available

• Social

Why might it be right for you?
• You have a career aspiration that 

requires a degree, or would like more 
job opportunities (or higher-paying jobs) 
in the future.

• There is a subject you are passionate 
about that you want to study further.

• You aren’t sure yet what you want to do 
with your life.

• You want to experience the 
independence and social aspects of 
being a student.



Can I afford 
university?

HOW much 
per year?!

I don't want to 
be in debt...

What support 
is available?

Tuition Fees
The big question…

Pathways Booklet p.8-9



Fees

up to £9250 per year

Maintenance Loan

maximum £9488 per year

minimum £5066 per year

household income less than £25000

household income more than £62286

(outside of London, living away from home)

Pathways Booklet p.8-9

Finance: Headline figures (2022 entry)



Fees

£9250 x 3 = £27,750
Maintenance Loan

£6750 x 3 = £20,250 +

£45,750

For a three year course, based on a median household income…

Finance: What you’ll borrow



If you earn below £27,295 per year...

If you earn above £27,295 per year...

nothing

9% of your earnings above £27,295

Finance: What you’ll pay back



If you earn above £27,295 per year...

9% of your earnings above £27,295

For example, if you earn £30,000 per year...

£2,705 x 9% = £243 per year
£20.29 per month

Finance: What you’ll pay back



For a 3 year undergraduate degree...

2006 2021

Total loan £14,850 £45,750

Salary repayment threshold £17,775 £27,250

Paid off in 17 years 30 years

Total repaid £16,526 £27,284

Average monthly payment £83.74 £75.79

Based on starting salary of £25,000, with 2.5% pay increase per 
year. Loan repaid at 9% of earnings above threshold.

Finance: Now vs 2006



University graduates earn an 

average of £12,000 a year* 

more than non-graduates
Office of National Statistics

*before tax and other deductions

Finance: Is it worth it?



Non-graduate job: 
Minimum wage: £8.91 per hour (over 23)

£16,265 per year (£1,355 per month) after deductions

Median non-graduate salary

£20,662 per year (£1,723 per month) after deductions
Graduate job: 
Median starting salary

£23,822 per year (£1,985 per month) after deductions

Median lifetime salary

£26,182 per year (£2,182 per month) after deductions

Finance: Is it worth it?



Many of the figures quoted are based on national 
average incomes, and these figures can vary 
significantly depending on what they are based on.

A degree does not guarantee you a better-paying 
job. It is still a competitive job market, and you still 
need to work hard to secure well-paying positions.

Finance: Is it worth it?



How do I apply?

Applications are submitted through UCAS (The 
Universities and Colleges Admissions Service)

The application consists of:
• Personal details
• Course choices
• Personal statement
• Reference



How do I apply?

Applications are submitted through UCAS (The 
Universities and Colleges Admissions Service)

www.ucas.com/students
You can register an account for 2023 entry now

Buzzword: ASTON2023



Apprenticeship

• 1 to 4 years
• Level 4 to level 7 

(equivalent to a 
master’s degree)

• Train for a specific 
career

• Earn while you train

Why might it be right for you?
• You have a specific profession in mind 

that you want to train for.
• You want to gain a qualification, but 

with less of an academic focus.
• You want some income, and want to 

avoid a student debt.
• There are local opportunities available, 

and you do not wish to move out of your 
home yet.



Gap Year Travel: Organised

There are companies that organise gap year travel 
itineraries, many of which can involve some sort of 
volunteering or training, giving you the opportunity to 
develop specific or transferrable skills.

These have the advantage of organising everything for 
you, but can be very expensive.



Gap Year Travel: Organised

Example programmes: gapforce.org
• Nepal and India adventure (8 weeks)
• Conservation management course - South Africa (8 

weeks)
• Dive instructor training – Costa Rica (10 weeks)
• Marine conservation – Thailand (8 weeks)



Gap Year Travel: Independent

Many gap year travellers go independently. You book 
your flights, arrange all of your in-country travel and 
accommodation and everything that you want to do.
This option gives you total freedom and flexibility, but 
you have to be organised and conscious of your 
budget. You will need to sort out any problems on 
your own.



Gap Year Travel: Independent

Common gap year destinations:

Central/South 
America
(a bit more 
difficult, more 
language 
barriers)

India

South East Asia

Australia/New 
Zealand



Gap Year Travel: Work Experience

You can also use a gap year to gain some work 
experience. This could be voluntary or paid, and may 
be linked to a career you hope to go into the future, or 
may just be to save up some money before going to 
university. You may also be able to find volunteer 
programmes overseas, although you often have to pay 
for these.



If I want to take a gap year, what do I do?

Apply to university as normal, for 2022 entry. 

Once you have accepted your place, you can contact 
the university and request to defer your place until the 
following year. They will usually do this, although for 
very competitive courses (e.g. Medicine) they may not.



Employment

• Immediate income
• No further studying

Why might it be right for you?
• You do not wish to continue in any form 

of education.
• You want to start earning money straight 

away.

Gap Year

• Work experience
• Travel

Why might it be right for you?
• You want to take the opportunity to 

travel or gain some specific experience.
• You want a break from studying before 

starting university.



Gap Year Travel: Organised

There are companies that organise gap year travel 
itineraries, many of which can involve some sort of 
volunteering or training, giving you the opportunity to 
develop specific or transferrable skills.

These have the advantage of organising everything for 
you, but can be very expensive.



Gap Year Travel: Organised

Example programmes: gapforce.org
• Nepal and India adventure (8 weeks)
• Conservation management course - South Africa (8 

weeks)
• Dive instructor training – Costa Rica (10 weeks)
• Marine conservation – Thailand (8 weeks)



Gap Year Travel: Independent

Many gap year travellers go independently. You book 
your flights, arrange all of your in-country travel and 
accommodation and everything that you want to do.
This option gives you total freedom and flexibility, but 
you have to be organised and conscious of your 
budget. You will need to sort out any problems on 
your own.



Gap Year Travel: Independent

Common gap year destinations:

Central/South 
America
(a bit more 
difficult, more 
language 
barriers)

India

South East Asia

Australia/New 
Zealand



Gap Year Travel: Work Experience

You can also use a gap year to gain some work 
experience. This could be voluntary or paid, and may 
be linked to a career you hope to go into the future, or 
may just be to save up some money before going to 
university. You may also be able to find volunteer 
programmes overseas, although you often have to pay 
for these.



If I want to take a gap year, what do I do?

Apply to university as normal, for 2022 entry. 

Once you have accepted your place, you can contact 
the university and request to defer your place until the 
following year. They will usually do this, although for 
very competitive courses (e.g. Medicine) they may not.



This term, you need to get yourself into a position to make 
informed decisions about your future.
• Think about what you might want to do.
• Research different options.
• Speak to people about the opportunities available to you.
We strongly recommend that you go through the UCAS 
process, regardless of your current plans.

The Post 16 team and your tutor are here to help you.

Post-18 Options – What you need to do now



By the end of 2022: 
You will have either sent an application to university, 
or will know of a job or apprenticeship that you are 
applying to.

By the end of this term:
You will have a good idea of your plan for when you 
leave Post 16. You should have registered with UCAS, 
and made good progress with your application.

Key Dates – Long Term



3rd May UCAS applications open for 2023 entry
27th May All Y12 registered on UCAS
20th June Y12 end of year exam week
24th June UCAS convention
1st July First draft of personal statement
8th July Final day of Y12 lessons
11th July Enrichment week

Key Dates – Summer Term


